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SPAIN’S SECESSION CRISIS 


Crackdown on Catalont 


People wave pro-independence flags in Barcelona after Catalonia’s regional parliament unilaterally declared independence. 
Late Friday, Spain’s prime minister declared emergency measures against what he called “a criminal act.” SANTI PALACIOS / AP 


Spain fires regional government after Independence move. 


By Aritz Parra 
and Ciaran Giles 
ASSOCIATED PRESS 
ARCELONA, Spain — 

In one of the most mo- 

mentous days in recent 

Spanish history, Spain 

fired Catalonia’s region- 
al government and dissolved its 
parliament Friday after a defiant 
Catalan declaration of indepen- 
dence that flouted the country’s 
constitution. 

Lawmakers in the Catalan par- 
liament voted to unilaterally de- 
clare independence, prompting 
the swift crackdown by the Span- 
ish government, which also 
called an early election in the 
region. 

Hours after Catalonia’s seces- 
sion move, the Spanish Senate 
sranted the government special 
constitutional powers to stop the 
wealthy region’s move toward in- 
dependence. 

Spanish Prime Minister Mari- 
ano Rajoy’s conservative govern- 
ment then called an urgent cabi- 
net meeting late Friday, after 
which Rajoy emerged to an- 
nounce the emergency mea- 
sures, including regional elec- 
tions called for Dec. 21. 

In Barcelona, Catalonia’s re- 
gional capital, Rajoy’s announce- 
ment in a televised address was 
sreeted with jeers and whistles 
of disapproval from crowds that 
had gathered at the gates of the 
government palace to celebrate 
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Carles Puigdemont, the Catalan leader, 
called on cheering fellow separatists to 
remain peaceful. MANU FERNANDEZ / AP 


Mariano Rajoy, Spain’s prime minister, said 
he was firing the head of the Catalan 
regional police. 


JJ GUILLEN / EFE / Zuma Press / TNS 


Anti-independence supporters shout slogans and wave Spanish flags in downtown 


Barcelona as they protest the Catalan parliament’s vote to secede. 
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TRUMP DOSSIER 


Conservative website says it 
initially funded investigation 


By Steve Peoples 


and Zeke Miller 
ASSOCIATED PRESS 


NEW YORK — A conservative website 


with strong ties to the Republican 


lishment triggered the investigation into 
Donald Trump’s past that ultimately pro- 
duced the dossier that alleged a compro- 
mised relationship between the president 


and the Kremlin. 


The Washington Free Beacon on Friday 
confirmed it originally retained the politi- 
cal research firm Fusion GPS to scour 
then-candidate Trump’s background for 


negative information, a common practice 
known as “opposition research” in poli- 
tics. 

Leaders from the Free Beacon, which is 
funded largely by Republican billionaire 
Paul Singer, insisted that none of the ear- 
ly material it collected appeared in the 
dossier released later in the year detail- 
ing explosive allegations, many uncorrob- 
orated, about Trump compiled by a 
former British spy. 

“During the 2016 election cycle we re- 
tained Fusion GPS to provide research on 
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S. PHILA. SLAYINGS 


Suspect 
in teens 
killing in 
custody 


Hours after gunfire hit his house, 
Brandon Olivieri, 16, surrendered. 


By Julie Shaw, Mensah M. Dean, 

Chris Palmer and Joseph A. Slobodzian 

STAFF WRITERS 

A South Philadelphia teen was arrested 
Friday in connection with Tuesday’s shoot- 
ing deaths of two 16-year-olds, killings that 
shook their schools and put that part of the 
city on edge. 

Brandon Olivieri, also 16, turned himself 
in around 6:30 p.m. after 
a warrant was issued for 
his arrest, police spokes- 
man Officer Troy Brown 
said. His surrender came 
hours after his family’s 
house was peppered with 
gunfire the previous 
night. 

Police believe that Oliv- 
ieri shot and killed Caleer 
Miller, a junior at a Mas- 
tery Charter school, and 
Salvatore DiNubile, a jun- 
ior at St. Joseph’s Prepa- 
ratory School. They were 
shot at 12th and Ritner 
Streets, outside DiNu- 
bile’s home and about seven blocks south of 
Olivieri’s residence. 

The arrest capped an apparent simmering 
feud among South Philadelphia teens. But 
many details remain unanswered, including 
why the victims — two well-liked boys who 
attended selective schools in the city and 
seemed to be thriving — were targeted. 

Police Commissioner Richard Ross said 
Friday morning that police were working to 
defuse the dangerous situation brewing in 
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Brandon Olivieri 
surrendered 
hours after the 
home was shot. 


PENN STATE FRAT DEATH 


DA refiles 
charges, asks 
for new judge 


8 fraternity brothers again face 
involuntary manslaughter charges. 


By Susan Snyder and Robert Moran 
STAFF WRITERS 

Nearly two months after a judge gutted 
the groundbreaking case against eight Penn- 
sylvania State University fraternity mem- 
bers accused of fatally hazing a pledge, the 
Centre County district attorney on Friday 
refiled the most serious charges and asked 
for a new judge. 

The prosecutor, Stacy Parks Miller 
brought back involuntary manslaughter and 
felony aggravated assault charges against 
eight members of Beta Theta Pi in the Febru- 
ary death of Tim Piazza, 19, a sophomore 
from New Jersey. She also refiled reckless 
endangerment and other charges against 
three other defendants. 

The charges were among scores of counts 
dismissed in early September by Centre 
County Judge Allen Sinclair following a pre- 
liminary hearing that stretched over several 
months. His ruling amounted to a bombshell 
in the case — one that infuriated Piazza’s 
parents and seemed to validate defense 
claims that prosecutors overreached in 
bringing the charges. 

Parks Miller had vowed to refile the felo- 
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COMING SUNDAY 


How a predator priest — 
who walked free even after 
losing his Roman collar — 
destroyed a generation of 
boys at St. Cecilia’s, a 
parish school in Northeast 
Philadelphia. 


